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On the Move: Ga. Solicitor General Joins Jones Day's Growing Appellate
Practice, Maynard Nexsen Adds 'Missing Piece' to Life Sciences Group

Also, a former BakerHostetler team leader moves to Nelson Mullins in Houston, and a Haynes & Boone government contracts
pro joins Moore & Van Allen.
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What You Need to Know

» Georgia's former state solicitor general has joined Am Law 50 firm Jones Day in Atlanta.
» The addition is part of a firm strategy to make Jones Day "the appellate leader in Atlanta and beyond.”

« Maynard Nexsen, Nelson Mullins, Womble Bond and Moore & Van Allen also made key additions.



Georgia's former state solicitor general has rejoined Jones Day as part of what the new partner
said is part of a strategy to make the Am Law 50 firm “the appellate leader in Atlanta and beyond.”

Stephen Petrany joined Jones Day—where he previously practiced in its Washington, D.C., office—
in the firm's issues and appeals practice in Atlanta.

He said in an email that his addition is a strategic move by Jones Day, because it is “committed to
and has strongly invested in its appellate practice in the Southeast,” which already includes former
U.S. attorney and Georgia Supreme Court Chief Justice David Nahmias and Jason Burnette, Tory
Powell and Sophia Chua-Rubenfeld Bravo.

Petrany joined the firm after a four-year stint as Georgia solicitor general in which he “supervised a
team of lawyers overseeing appeals and critical legal issues for the Georgia Department of Law,
led multistate and appellate litigation and provided legal and policy advice to the attorney general,’
the firm said in announcing his addition.

Traci Lovitt, who leads Jones Day’s issues and appeals practice, said Petrany argued twice before
the U.S. Supreme Court and briefed and argued cases in the Eleventh Circuit and Georgia Supreme
Court.

Al LaFiandra, partner in charge of Jones Day’s Atlanta office, said Petrany's combination of
“Supreme Court advocacy, appellate excellence and high-level government leadership experience
is rare.”

“We are proud to have him join our team and look forward to working with him in the service of our
clients across a wide range of consequential matters,” LaFiandra said.

Jones Day was the 15th largest firm in the latest Am Law 100 ranking, with $3.08 billion in revenue
in 2025. Its Atlanta office—at 125 attorneys—is the largest office by head count in the city that is
operated by a law firm without Georgia roots. The firm entered the Atlanta market in 1989 through
a merger with Hansell & Post.

Petrany is returning to Jones Day after working as an associate in Jones Day’s Washington office
from 2015 to 2017 and 2019 to 2021. He said two primary factors convinced him to return to the
firm, including “being part of an elite appellate practice in order to work with clients on interesting
and novel legal issues” and “doing so collaboratively with people that | like and respect.”

He said he will be building a practice—including being part of Jones Day’s Supreme Court practice
—and “advising on appellate strategy with my colleagues at trial stage, which is one of the
hallmarks of Jones Day’s issues & appeals practice.”



Petrany is the second state solicitor general in the Southeast to join a Big Law firm this week after
Kirkland & Ellis announced Thursday that it will add Tennessee solicitor general Matt Rice this
summer in its fast-growing, two-month-old Nashville office.

In Other Moves

>> Maynard Nexsen has added a former Amazon counsel as the “missing piece” the firm needed
in its healthcare and life sciences practice group, a firm leader said.

Christin Carey joined the Am Law Second Hundred firm as a shareholder in Washington, D.C., with
a practice focusing on U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) regulation of medical devices,
digital health technologies, software-based interventions and pharmaceutical products.

Matthew Roberts, chair of the firm's regulatory section and practice group leader for healthcare
and life sciences, said in an interview that Carey’s addition was a strategic hire for Maynard as
part of an ongoing effort to grow its life sciences and healthcare teams.

“We really needed an FDA lawyer,” Roberts said. “We knew that, but we were hearing that from our
life sciences clients that it was a missing piece in our life sciences team.”

Carey is the third life sciences attorney the firm has added since October 2025 after John Erwin
and former Duke University Health System counsel Leighton Roper joined in Raleigh, North
Carolina.

A Tennessee native, Carey joined Maynard Nexsen from a position as senior corporate counsel at
Amazon, where she worked directly with Amazon Health Services, including Amazon Pharmacy
and Amazon One Medical, the firm said in a news release.

She also worked with Amazon on such initiatives as a pre-market medical device developed in-
house and development and launch of the company’s agentic Al tool Health Al, also advising
cross-functional teams on FDA requirements, clinical strategy and commercialization planning, the
firm said.
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Roberts said Carey’s “deep regulatory knowledge and real-world, in-house experience” made her a
valuable addition to the firm after a decade of advising life sciences and technology companies on
regulatory, compliance and product development matters

“She understood what we were trying to do strategically, and | think she understood and
appreciated the culture of the firm, which is one of the things we're trying to sell as the firm overall
grows,” Roberts said.



Carey said in an interview that the Southeast-founded firm's healthcare and life sciences team is
growing, and she believed there was a “really nice synergy” between her practice area and the
firm’s IP, M&A and private equity practices.

She said she had practiced in Big Law and focused on FDA regulatory work previously with Wiley
Rein and Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld. Advancements in life sciences in the Southeast—
centered on growing markets like Nashville—made it a “natural fit” with the Southeast-founded
firm, she said.

“Coming from Amazon, what | enjoyed most was, kind of, getting to have a hand in everything and
touch a lot of different, interesting subjects,” Carey said. “l was looking for a place that needed that
level of expertise.”

Roberts said Carey is already on her way to developing a practice after years of working in-house.

“She’s hit the ground running—more so than most laterals do—and working with her and [chief
marketing officer Tina Emerson] we've got a very detailed plan for her, and she’s well on her way to
getting started,” Roberts said.

>> Moore & Van Allen added Tara Hopkins from Haynes & Boone to lead its government contracts
practice in a move that expands the firm's capabilities in advising clients “operating in highly
regulated environments,” the firm announced this week.

Hopkins, who will work in Washington, D.C., and Charlotte, North Carolina, focuses her practice on
companies that do business with the federal government across all stages of the procurement
lifecycle, including government contracts—focused mergers and acquisitions and due diligence,
and related work.

Tom Mitchell, chair and managing partner of Moore & Van Allen, said in a statement that her
addition is part of the firm’s “investment in building practices that align regulatory insight with our
clients’ strategic business objectives.”

Rob Rust, co-head of the firm’s corporate group, said Hopkins’ government contracts experience
"enhances our existing offerings and will spearhead our efforts to support clients throughout the
full lifecycle of federal contracting.”

>> Nelson Mullins Riley & Scarborough added Baker & Hostetler’s distribution and franchise team
leader this week in Houston to further strengthen the Am Law 100 firm’s regulatory and industry-
focused capabilities, a spokesperson said.

Keith Russell has a practice whose clients include manufacturers and distributors across a broad
range of industries—from new motor vehicles to marine products and power sports vehicles.



Houston office managing partner Craig Dillard said Russell's addition “reflects our continued
commitment to strategic growth in Houston."

>> Womble Bond Dickinson added Gregory Stone to the firm’s patent prosecution and litigation
practice group as a partner in Baltimore.

Stone joined from Whiteford, Taylor & Preston with a practice particularly focused on
manufacturing clients as they build and scale intellectual property portfolios in competitive
markets, the firm said in a news release.

Preston Heard, patent prosecution and litigation practice group co-leader, said Stone will help
meet the needs of clients who are “increasingly focused on integrating intellectual property
strategy into broader business planning, from product development through commercialization.”

>> Jackson Lewis this week announced Christopher Valentino will serve as office managing
principal of the labor and employment firm’s Charlotte office.

The Am Law 100 firm also appointed Jeremy S. Schneider (Washington, D.C., region) and Amanda
A. Simpson (Tampa) as OMPs of their respective offices.

In Charlotte, Valentino will operate as a nonresident office managing principal and remain located
in the firm’s Long Island office in Melville, New York. He also is the nonresident OMP of the firm’s
Overland Park, Kansas, office.

Valentino is a member of the firm’s board of directors and has been with Jackson Lewis for more
than 25 years. His practice focuses on
traditional labor, equal employment opportunity and employment litigation matters.

The firm also announced Joshua R. Adams was named office litigation manager for the nine-
lawyer Charlotte office. Adams, who is based in Charlotte, joined the firm as an associate in 2019
and was promoted to principal in 2024.
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